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You are now cn the verge of reading (I hopel) the seventh issus of
FAN.TODS, a fapazine compliled, edited and npublished by one Formarn Stan-
iey, Tap, of 234 BErpad Street, Rockland, Maine. Stapling Offize may Le
transterred to Y ncheaster, Mass., this time, uniess 1 get A wizdgie on.
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MFSatong: The gorgeoushade of foo bloo with wnich thic 1ssne will
likely be bedight reprcsents an experiment toward tha goal (f moie leg-
ihle copraunction, Severa. pages of Efty-six were /Mui on that Lightur
gradas of paper, which one now must perforze empioy in iisu of the 1, 1.
26-1> , aad nat with toc hampy resulits. We shall now scz if tho ctrike-
throagl, wili @0t be less noticeable wilh this lighter skade of Irh, The
Crout:h sg.vem of controlled inking also romeins to e tried, Any ctacr
sugges tiony”

. .. .He guest article for Eftysseven, There wam an mucslicnt one
by Tom Gandner, floating around unattached at Swighar’s in Merch,  But
1ike a dope I dicn'think to put in a bid for it. Mayve we cza Jet 1t
for nextime, if it hasn't been snapped vp by now.

At *his time ' Ay
do well to arologize to Rosco Wright again tor 2ot gactiinz Bevanl done
in tiwe for this mailing. Who knows but that thts act may Lave Lthe
gsame gratiryving results that 1t did last timel

-o-
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Now of how I found my way to the far realm of Boskonia, that
15 a tale which I shall graciously leave unchronicled., There's not much
to appeal in a description of New England countryside in early March,
particularly as it apvears from a railway coach window. Suffice 1t that
in the fulness (one might say 'flatulence®’) of time I arrived in Win-
chester, Whersupon I sent up distress signals and was premptly rescued
by Bob Swisher who conveyed me to 15 Ledyard, scene of the famed Bush
League Boskone, Archetype. I was just a week late for the party.

My misging the main event had been 2 source of real regret to
me. Perhaps 1t was reprehensible of me, then, to have enjoyed myself
so thoroughly when I finally did get tc Winchester, But how could it
have been uvtnerwise? Mary are the fon who already know Bob and Frances
ard their unaffected fris-diiness. And the several Swisher p.s.d.'s--I
can hardly slight the illum.rating discussion on semantics I had with
Frances Nevada II. Bov, of ccu-se, is marvelously congenial company for
eny fen, buts for me it was 2 multipleasure since he knows lots about
lots ¢f things non-fanish which interest me. Discussing rocket mechan-
ica -- or prather iistening to Bnb discuss rm == ah, that's the sort of
thing that ran go on forever, Iin fact T say it shouid! I came away
stuffed to the eyebrows with 1lotsa fascinating dope about "efficacy',
1 sub ¢ and curves oL synergy. Regrettable it was that I'd so little
“ims to dig into his rocket "articie , a sheaf that rivals the fabulous
~ime-travel opus and apnears to be a damsite rougher goling, too.

It was grand, %co, to get to meet Chan Davls. Particularly
interesting for me 1in that he seems likely to te my permanent nemesis
in FAPA, driving me iutc endless wildernesses of debate on man and war.
My fipsthought ou meeting him was of how long 1'd owed him a letter.

He agreed.with rme on that pcint. I think. Chan stayed over through the
nexi day so thal we had an enjovably prolonged getogether which, pz2ra-
doxleally, sesmed to me ail toc short. He outargued me on the survival
value of French culiture. Next day he outdittoed ditto and, in a sense,
Lauprcence Manning -as woll on a fine point of physics in Manning's "Wreck
nf the Asirieid”. We agreed, though, 1in rather startling manner, on
~ne vhing. "fou know,  said Chan at the dinner table, I think it's
wvar Vogt who writes *hose storirs by...", and we both finished the sen-
venca In unison. 1 was gratified to find suppert for my previously~con-
ceived no*ion. My conclusion had bean based on an impression of similap-
1ty Iin styies; Chan, I found, nad reached the same concluslon more sci-
entifically firom 2 caref1i. study of van Vogt's use ofi the semicolon.
Rer went on to supply coma furthor data on pen-names and also described
o most interestion mathkematical relationship which occurred 1in the
Labulations of resders' votes one time featured in the 4D Amazings.

Withal, 'twas an experience to sit in on one session of what
apparently ig a perpetual debate between ithe Swishers and DPavis on
politics, .

\this nauseous sycophancy is concluded on page 17)J
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"On the basis of your fifteen years' sxperience with Tantagtic 1it-
erature, Mp. Fann, what stories would you se%eut for my antholoegy c¢f
the morst examples of the science-ficiion izie?” Now Lera. of a certi-
tude, would seem to be a question which any ian could answer with assur-
ance, for sugely,- -Ep ona may juége T:om frequency wlith which such ex-
pressions 28  «..-..8tinks” =2re applicd, wo have liere o rich and fertile
field for Iinvestigation.  One may argus that for ihe corneissevr of
fantasy only the veriest cr8me ge la crBme should surfice.  Yz' for a
well -rounded education 1in the history and evolulloa of atuf ought ons
not Lo consider the stinkercos as well as the cirssles, with which they
compete, in quantity, 4f not in quality? Indeed 1t has been this
writer s experience to derive much of interest, and even of value_ fron
an extended, though desultory, study of those things that bring fortl
(or used to, anyway) the anguished howlp in the rcaders' columns. At the
least they may provide a source "of ianocent merriment.” &
, I once had the
malicious pleasure of observing LRChauvenst ¢ roactions to a yarn that
I consider the clasgic and shining example cf the sad tale, It wasg
truly delicious to ese the elan with which ne tore ~ literally tore -
inte this eple to rend weach dereliction in style ar lagic from its
place, flaunt the tattered and blcocody fragments to the thereby-creatzd
oreeze and then Yo jump up and down on the still palvpitating remnants.
the while he emltted bright green eparks from his ears (an alarming
habit of bis which I have since tried, unsuceessfully, to imitate), Tne
tale to which I pefer may be found.by the adventurous, in the Fall 1931
{V4N3) Zgsne of ing Stories Quartsrly. Whether by conscious intent
or not, Mr, Clinton Uonstazntinascu has here %1ven us in "The War of the
Jmverse" a most dneredible travesiy of the Campbellesque heavy-science
type of ctory, Interastingly enough, the anihor vxhibits a rathar goad
command of the narrative technique, put  the really amazing feature is
tno studious insistence upon illogicality of plot znd absurdity in sci-
ance . Here ths paeudoscientific *reatment is carried to the ultimate.
The tale, coplously footnoted, abounds ir detalled exwmlanations of the
author's conceptions, all couched in the most involved, technical-sound-
ing jargon imaginable. A8 for the legitimate science--mostly astrenomy
-~-there 18 hardly a statement that 13 not absolute nonsense by virtue
of its wiclating practicelly cvery knowmm principle involved, .

‘ o 1list
in detail the howlers invelved would necessitate the reproduction of
the entire stery.  4n outraged reader, in a subaequently published let~
ter, obligingly olted ' the ucre oxcruciating examples, among which we
finé Exhlvit A: "...va very small splral nebula was slowly uncoiling,
and a little to one side was a small sun aporoaching. The action seem~
ed unnatural.,.... The nebula apoeared@ to be in an attitude of defense,
bui within half an hour it had again coiled up, and was vanishing be-
hind a dense star cloud. The small sun likewice vanished suddenly.....
'Well, what do you think of it?' muttered Luke, who had been watching
through a seccnd eyepieze. « + « o « o « 'Hmp!' I laughed. ‘Locks 1like
trouble,..' . . . . With that I went out... But the thought kept obrew-
ing in me. A Universal Wari" This remarkablo deduction finds confirm-
ation in the following equally lucid bit of reasoning: "This time the
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rays were originating from a pecullarly blazing tamot, which chanced to
dart into the region of our solar system. ., . . . . 'This is beginning
to look serious, sald Luke to me... 'Looks 4g Iif 3t means war.'"

Details? Like this: "And I have duplicated some of these rays by
reducing the atems of ultrathorium®* metal with the electric &rc and cog~
mic¥% pay combined. These new rays I have called ultrathoric. They are
invisible, and disintegrato almost everything except selenlum and tel-
lurium, lead, the alkalles., and a few other rare metals. They can pass
through 57 meters of lead, 2,5 meters of osmium, and 4 centimeters of
selenium. Tellurium seems to hcld them back the best, for 3 centimeters
of 1t willl stop the rays. These rays along with the other kinds can be
reduced to the orange spectirum rays by passing them through an electric
krypton glow tube ccated with a thin layer of radium potassium perchlor-
ate and necdymium oxide,#%%

o Ultratherium, atomic weight 464.3, Valence 6..."

el Known also as the Millikan Ray;..." (By gad, he's right!)

#%%¥ The Radium Potassium Perchlorate here £s the complex salt of the
fermula RaK(C104)., crystallizing from aqueous solution in hexagonal
orisms of pale viclet tlue. The highest oxide of neodymium, Nd4z0~ 1s
the one empicyed tc probably excite the radicactive compeund used."{The
Nd cxids, to ﬁive credit, scems legitimate; dublous, though is the rad-
iuvm ecmpound. " )

The War cf the Universe" lg well wcrth a reading. It's
one of the curlesities of science-ficticon, and, together wiih footnotses,
an intengive education in something.

The late Joseph Wm, Skidmore may be recalled as a stefvriter whose
effusive style was ofttimes diverting withal. For a prcfesscdly amateur
authcr he wrete prelifically and turned ocut an immense amount of cooy,
mostly for the old Teck Amazing. He will prebably be reremberad lengsst
for his tales of Pcsi and Nega, These diminutive characters vera descrv-
edly pepular, though 1t's to be regretted that this pcpularity caused
the series to be extended beyend ths point of menotony- But siuce our
purpese here Is te criticlze as destructively as rcssitle,t think ve'll
find mere promising material If we zonsider Skidmore's 'Dryaid Nill-
stein" stories. This Millsteln was a virturus character, a sort of
"scientifie" detective whe had a rretty flancee, 2 eurrassargly ctupid
asslistant and, of course, a sworn enenmy. T[his latter, cesi. bt Deirng an
utter flend, rates scme sympathy. He was, ycu see, yunite mad, 2 brll.
1iant scientist whcse reasen had beccme unhinged due e 2 d'lificnity he
had over his incoeme tax. He wanted to overthrew all govornmente and
rule supreme cver the werld, which he alsc wanted to destroy utlerlye.
Though what appears as hils meost egregious viilainy was his c¢eiling hia-
gelf "The Falcon". Still, when we consider that it was th2 ‘ncomo  taxz
maybe even thess things should be frrgiven,

Skidmore was greatly given to having his characters dispense, v
avery oprortunity, sugar-coated pellets of elasmentary scivcnce for the
painless Instructicn of the reader, But these are so interningled wiih
agqually liberal dc¢ses of nmisinfcrmaticon that the ccowbination is armusing
but hardly edifying. "Murder by Atom", which was tne Lost of the Mill-
stoin series, cffers a particularly Interesting case. Eere we {ind the

¥alcon doing away with a wumber cof scientists in an avtzmd>. Lo gailn
possession of a death ray and thereby gat on with the world-cinguest
business. Hig victims are done to death by a modified X-ray vhich
transmutes the selenium ccentent of their bedies into argenicg. One mignt
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wmall bellsve that direful effects would follow any such procedure. 1t
tg a surprise, though, to lgarn that the victime succumd to podsoning
becauce their bodies JArS saturated" with deadly avsenic formed hy
transmutation from the "bsesneficial” selenium, The absurdity isn't so
vbvious here, but it lles in the fact, not well known but still a

ract, that seienium 1is an exceedingly minor component of the healthy
human body. Its occurrerce is or the order of a few parts per billion:
1 it wera all transimutad to arsenic the amount would be far below =
fatal dcse, Furiher, selenium 1s nob at all beneflclal to animal 11fe;
it 1s, in fact, actively polsonous. There’'s 1ittle information un the
Se tolerance of the humar organism, but the effect on livastock ‘u sele
eniferous areas is well known, anc a chronle polsoning cauced by a fow
parts per million cf Se, as well as a fatul acute polsoning by large
doses, have been descrlbed, '

But how were the ili-fated scientists sub-
jected to thls transmutation treatment? PFrom the following., it #.vears
that they thought nothing of working at a table directly in ihe naty of
the beam, which supposedly was a "harmless’ X-ray. Millstein usas tRis
fact as a test for the "innocence"” of hie suspects: Thus: ,
"Zerwson’s at-
tention was attracted by the whirringl and hissing2 cf the L-ray anpar-
atus. He glanced upward and looked quits calmly at the X-paj ¢ischargs
muzzle directly over his head, He turned to Millsteiln without the
slightest perturbation and s»noke slowly, "
‘Milisteln, you've left your
X-ray machine running.'
"'Yes, I know,' replied Don, eyalng the other
closely. 'It has a tlght rotoi bearing and I'm running it in......'

"'I see,’' stated Benson, ag if Cismissing a trivial metter,...

"'Strange:' Don reflected, ‘Benson must be innocent or he would be
fearful of the X-rays.'" 5

. A . In defense or tha "Faleon",
1t may be gaid that any sclentist who consents t¢ stand In a stream
of powerful X-rays richly desesrves any fate such rashness may invite.

“Really the first prize for fiendishness goes 1o an 1ngenicus trap
the "Falcon seis for Millstein and his side~kick. Tonald has a 2lose
call:

"Don and Jack vent over io study the two deadly devices, two
small, flat, rubber sacks; each one shapad 1ike a amall sauncer. But out
of the top and center of each dis¢ protruded an inch~long, sharp nesdle.
Tith the stout deck ruler, Don pressed hard on one rubber cack, Inatant
ly green, vicious-looking ifquid apneared at the neadls point!

nat

a clover death trap, Jacks You see, if I had mat,..'”

37———-53;:éf;as some btusiness of "whirling rotors" ?nd "writhing clouds
of saething omergy’ in connection with the X-ray's functioning, but
thlis we may dismisz as obvious Hollywoodiana.

O Oh hEC»kE

"A man mey talk to his fellow-man for a week, &nd yet may not reacth
the understand%ng which may be oorn in an hour betweon a horse and =«
irusted rider. ~~3, Fowler Wright
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comes now comments on the spring mailing...

WALT'S WRAMBLINGS: Thanx for the dedication, Watl, but if you must
quote me please try Lo do so with accuracy hereafter, The 1usinuation
that 1 conspire to subvert our belovedictator is a lie, misstatement
and half-truth. Why I'd rather have Ashley for Fubar than anyone--you,
especlally, Walt: At the worst Al s only dentally deficient, whereas
¥OU, SiPacevss

PHANNY: Vigorous ncds of assent to your views in general on "Fandom as
a Way of Life". I suspect that our pipedreams of a citadel or retreat
(oreferably a retreat, I feasri) for fankind are naught but escaplsms
arising from dissatisfaction and discouragement over the admitted short-
comings cf our present culiure. That we tend to set these plans in the
near future and agalnst a gloomy backgiound arisces, I helleve, from the
fact that few, 1f any, of us really wani to renounce this silly old
world Jjust yet. Noxt weel, perhaps, but not today--or tomorrow--+hankss

You have it that the mediamsvals carrlied the ari of logical
reasoning to 1ts "ultimate 1imit", D'ye mean that, or is it simply =
dash of rhetoric? It seems to me as though ari of logic stands today
25 an open and promising field rathern a teld tale, We've just begin-
ning to develop semantics 1n the varlous meanings of the term and these
are important adjuncticne to 1logizal theory, bearling as they do.on
whether 2 proposition possgesses sense or 13 a meaningless collection of
words, General semantics ig, one might say, comprehensive of logic.
Then, too, we have the recent work of Russell, Whitehezd and others in
symbolic logic - the mathematical treatment of legic, or the generaliz-
ation of math. to encompass the ontire field of leglzal thought., This
and the development of non-Aristctelian loglcal systems roprasont the
trend away from anthropomorphic lesic which we find increasingly inad-
equate as a langnage for donscribing tne known universe, ' .t -
Questicnable
also is the practicatity of Hero'c'Eangine, the nondavelopment of $hich
you cite as exemplary of a shoricoming of Greek cultare. It was a toy
then. It still 15, The rezction of a simple jet racovers too little
of the energy of the steam Lo be of any practical usa except wvossibly
in such a highly speciulized appnlication as the orientation of a rocket.
in space. The British Interplanetary Socletr suggestad this in zornect-
lon with their lunzr spaceshilp design tut later abandoned the steam Jet
in favor of liguid-fuel rockets for stezering purposes., While as a state
ionary power source 1is efrficiency 1s yet furtnzr relduced py mechanical
somplications. Probably it would do well to fan cnough alr tc blow 1is
axhaust vapors away. Though Here's Engine should aave, und noussibly
did, suggest the turbine vc the Greels they were handly in a nosition
technologically to do much atout it. An efflciont turtine 43 a highly
vrecise piece of machine work, 1impossidly far Lejoni the abilities of
the dreek metal workers. Tho best they could have ash.oved “n tast line
wovld be some sort of paddle-wheel affair,; zlso Iimpracticaslly ineffic-
TEET . I rather suspect that the dsvetsopnant of Lhe sleam engine couid
nardly have foliowed any 1lne other chan that it did, through the
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reciprocating engine. A practicable piston and cylinder engine can be
congtructed given much more primitive machining methcds ihan the tur-
bine reguices, Yov may roca2ll the story Sare Hands" wheceln the casi-
aways oh ar unainhablited lsland gucceed in huilding a steamboat starit-
g from soratch.  Naturally thny chose the flaxibie recinrocating eng-
lrie cathsr than the high-gpeed turbiune with the complicatiosn of reduat-
lon gearing. PBver so, it's a bis ctep from Hern to the piston and- cyl-
INCeT farthe more  the metal working technique &norn by Watt's time
urooeG very inadsGuave {or ohe demands of ls eagine consbruction. The
Thickness o a shlilling wzs considered a very gond tolerance 1n ihe bopr-
ing of a cannon barrel, Fer o stezie engine cylinder 1t wasn't, No
amount of nacking would make a piston steam-tight under the conditione
of haat, moisturs. prossure and motion obtaining therusin Az a cense-
quencs ths steam engine oroved to be the prime cause tas well asg the
prime mcver) of hetter machine tools,

Brave for your thought about, the
rete of progress being far too fast for the godazers., I do think, tho,
that cur histcry 1s still far too brief to permit of any generalization
abeutlt the insvitability of progress, Certainly 1t shows a long~tern
trend of contlinuing advancement; just how long 1s, of course, difficult
to determine. Ccnsider, though, that during recorded history thene are
at least two important factors which have remained substantially con~
stant, One cf these is the natural snviromment imposed by the present
geological period, which 35 late 1ce-age., In thls environment the dov-
slopmeat of civilization i3 essontial 1f a spacles of cur type is to
gain dominance cver tae whcle planet. Ergo, we now have civilization
and progress oraccounia they're immediately pro-survival, Butl will this
always te the casc? Racall Willy Ley’s article, ."Ice Age fhead?’, in
the Fehruary 1939 Agtounding? A long-range wsather forecast indicatas
that, since we are emerging from the last placlaticn, we mey exnect a
slow, but contimiing, rise in ths mean annual temperattre of the sarth
and that, some tens of millennia hence, thls plarnet will have a very
mild, tropical even, climats cver most cof 1lts surface. The equatorial
ceglons will nctl be so very much warmer, but the recession nt tne poiar
sre=-cans willi cause the present temperata and arctic regions toc ap-
preach them in temperaturs. The earth will be cliraifcaliv more uni-
ferm 23 well &s warmer. That state of affairs has prevailecd tafore in
the sarth's history: it is,in faect, cur "nommal” climate, sxtant during
the greater part of the 1ast half-billion years. We mauy anw exnect it
agnin, ag tne nex® ma jor change in our natural environmert. Vow we may
foresee from this that cur environment will one day be such that a com-
pler society snd a highly organized culture may ne longer b= the immed-
1ate necegsities that they are now, We may conjectuvre, then, on whether
man will ceatinue at a high level eof civilizatien cnce the prassure up-
on hiwm to malutaln that level 1s in lairge measvra abseni., There's con-
siCerable avidence to support the thes!s thati tne raturel siate of man
1s onz of lov savagery, and that he tonds to decline to this leval when
noi sahjectzd Le forces tending the other way.

To be sare, it's assert-
tug a2 nalf-iruth to say that civilization is man's reacticn 4o his pat-
ural savirnamert alonae., Rather it's a reactlion tc his entire environ-
mert, which 'ancludes himself. Thut thic encompassee many variadble fact
vors is mattested Lc by the svelis.” cr, bettor put, spasmedic, progress
of tha lnstilntion . Certain r{ theas are producte of civliiizaticn in
that ther zrife from thn faecl thact the acouired characteristles of the
haap wantality undergoe the zcerparativaly rap!d znanges of sncisi evols
uiion, Yet aaw 12 alsc the olhor censtani in “he determinstisn of pro-
goress. Theve's no reascn to Lelieve that we've changnad much biologlc-
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211y elnce neolithic times. We have recognizable physical and mental
1imitations. YU wouid seem that there must exlist, as a function of this
biological hnviuagb, some 1iml4i to the innate ability of the human spec~-
les to assirtiate and to adapt itself to the artificial onvironment cre-
ated by 1ts’ Own progress, This may cound 1ike circulariiy of argument,
hut It s not, ﬂheru S p“n1gh diversity anong indlviduals s¢ that those
of supertor intellect wiil e found working with concepts that are
guite iazompreiensible to Lhe sverage man. Yot thoe race is able to as-
cimilate tkeso concepts ilirtc 1is culture. Few of us understand, for ex-
ampie, Maxwell s ejuztions. Many are corgenitally incapable of under-
staending them. Buu we all itse radlo. Tno point is that all our progress
thus far hasn't overtazed cur ablility to cove with it, I wonder how
much loager this is golug to held trueﬂ #i11l we be able to cecantrol,
say the bvrsting atem or the space warp? More cegent, will we be able
to zantrol our cgn behavicr to the point where we can trust ouvrselves
to uas such forces as these, where misuse could be utterly digastrous?
Or will we haye to ~ome eVentually tc Hainlein's degrading "unsatisfac-
tory soluticn in order Lo ingure our contlnued existence?

Spezr oc~
caslonaily mentions scme progect or othor of hisn that he's never com-
pleted. I spcse "£u11 length articles” refera to those that he has flo-

ished, . . « Prize fcr funniest crack in the mailing goes to yours
anent’ the muli* ‘ply-da ted Phantagraph. . . . . . John Collier is at his
best with tales of murder. liis fantasies are rathor trivial, though I

do remember with considersblz pieasure 'The Devil, George and Bnsie
with 1ts whimsleal cenception of the universe as 2 macrocosmic pint of
beer on the verge of being drunk, 1in "twenty millicn billlier light
years (eic). by a medical student named Pricr. That, and the faatast-
1¢ sccount, in "Bvening Primrose”, of the 1ife that goes on in depart-
ment 9tnres after hours, + + « « » -

~ELEPHAIS: Another xlnt first ish, "Abominations of londb rang the
w4k bell with me, which is unusual since horror ficticn doesn't in‘erest,
1=t alone horrify, me as a rule. . « . . . A£&h, the game of fours--laid
aside and fergottsn by me for, lo: these two years. 1'a bo&ged down
at 31 unill Reed Dawson cams tc the rescue, via Chauvenet, ve since
managed to get 31 from three fours, but still wender now SingleuOM did
1t with two. And I'd still like to kncw the thecry of the thing, too,
Ohvicugly there's nc lim tc the size of the numbers zonstrusiable fron
fnur, three, twc or one rcurfs). But for the umbrcken serles intaltlon

sLrongly suggosts that a 1imit must exkst And yet von've carried ii
much farther than I had thought pcsasible. i suspect ibat the problem
~educes to that of the seriss for leegs *han four fours and the permis-
3ible operatiors invelving She complementary rnumhor of fours. Ll all

lorks very much like a chesinui foi higher aigebraists, though it wey
oe prasticalliy snivable by brute force of arithm2tie, too,

2 AN- DANGC : Hearkenr to Speer. my Fran. fou'te a mite eretic in spcets.
Otherwice, ohe tronchant commentary is amusing, ane in 1ts laying about
ayven succeeds 1n paddiing the L1101 fen in tho rigiht swoots nuw and ihen,
A matter of orobauility. I swese. . . . . . Zo F2.i are neurotics? Meboe
you'va mere than ycu tnfnk, tharo. L ovividly wvzecall ithz Introverted
darer. A veteran of Lhrea wee¥s of army 1ifc, Qe atooc tna.e anc sald
-.gerionsly!~-"I dc¢n’t think KP'e anyhiaing Lo grine ab-ut b Bwother,
nuts is the word! Anyway, et 4 Te ,Tean 7 "compieteiv nermel Ds3cho-
logically"? To be surc, & haven': @et cncughen tn put stgniliianca

‘nto mv observaticns o6f the spenlnas, but 1L stlll conuras.s oddey with
your findlngs that those fer I. da know persorally have impressad me ag
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eninently reasonable and well-~balanced Individuals, Chauvenet, Widner,
the Swishers and Chan Davis ain't ny idea of warpmindeds, And it's
narkwerthy that Art, who's the most active in fandom, 318 gseemingly the
vest-adjusied and. most adaptabie perscn. man cr fan, I've evar met,
hat amprescses me though, about these people is the way they seem tc
er:joy iife (and 1 don't mean just fancom wlthout being Pollyannisily
meronic: avout it. o e . Slan Shack Is working, isn't 4t? Ag for the
“irse icve' suggestion, it s appealing (or, bveing a fan, should I say
‘apoaliing'?), Will it work, though?. Peupie, even fen, don't custou-
arily reaci with phlilosophnic serenity to “elng croassed in love, You
know cthat Bertrand Russell, who's likely the most intelligent man liv-
wng, cculdn't make a go of it,

Ouch: Ya pinked me that time’! J guess
T really haven't read enough  of HPL to go around spouting about how
Jothi.: kis stories are. Or maybe I'm hazy on what the Gothic style is.
Ternyrate I had "At the Mountains of Madness" set down as Gothic, an im-
oression garnered from Loveeraft s overemphasis of the horrld berral-
men anc their tame jellyfishes. Or gwag it Lovecraft's? I recall having
read  somewhere that Tremaine edited the Astounding version inte some-
*hing iar different from HPL's original. . . . . . Artificlal ipsemin-
atlon again: You apparently hold to the thesis that if a woman who is
married to a sterile man does not wish to dissolve that marriage, or ic
practice advltery or bigamy, then she 18 psychologically unfit for
mcthertood, Why?

I'm 1nclined to give the Amazing Quarterlies, from
the end of Gernsback to the decline to the reprint issues, a slight
eage over the Wonders as representative of the gream of the good oldays.
“hat 1s, as far as the novels ara concerned. The shortales weren't so
svper, but "Paradise and Ivon", "White Lily"' "A Voice Across the Years'
ccevssn! L ., ., ., Is the name 'Laney' or 'Braney'? That IQ makes me
wendor 1f the Efty Laniac may not be the coming superman. Mayhap +ihe
emctlionally sublimed Laney represcnts a sort of larval stage.

PEANTAGRAPHg:  Our ear-to-the-ground department has turnsd in a repoat
atatlng that a newspapor published in Bloomington, Illinoie is known as
The "Yrily Phantagraph . PRT, what navé you .to eey to this? . , . . . .
Who 3es our "total” oIl reserves are sufficient for only 25 morc years?
That figure may apply t¢ our proved reserves (i.e., ithege already dis-
covereul, But no one knows vhat remains to bhe discovered, a3z witnerns
the wide rangs of disagreement even among expert oll mqei.. You can
vheose any figure you vnlease Trom two years to two thousand. Thera's

even one well-known peircisum chumist who balisves “4net oil 1s nreseant-
1y bzing formel Taster than we withdraw 1t. Poobably that's overly on-
timistic, but the nub cf Lhe matier is that we’ve no eclear understand-
*ng of ths mechanism whereby oli was/ds formed.  About ali thac can be
satd Zs that coartain geological formztions are tavorable rfor the pres-
cnce of 0ii poerls and that there remains a cousiderable amcunt of un-
explored tervitory wailch 1Is known to tontain these formations, ., « . .
Let's bave mere, please, from the Fn Scrapbook.

THE ¥, A, P, A. FAN: Obviously. The explanations are a gocd idea, tho,

IONY STATEMENT:  This seems, by and large, to be the sensible attitude
Lo take, Really, the onlv legiiimate oblections to be taker teo Degler
ard the C0 ‘I won't attempt to dissociate ihe twe) are to Lhe organiz-
ation's publicatior or spenscrship e¢f »ublications umbscoming tc fandom,
ard to Clauce's ulleged taking ways. In the flrst case, most of the ob-
Jectionsbie material has baen re‘racied, though this does not nullify
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the damage (if any!} to fandom's reputation {if any:). The other charge
night justify exvnulsion from FATA, wers the evidence no: so circumstani-
T i 1t's hard to see, though, what advantage would riise from itrying
to keep the CC alive, but in a state of suspended animetion, for the
nexiwae years. DNow that reactiion has set 1In against thz wave cf extreme
antideglerism the CC may well be left to work out its own salvation, If
it can.

¥ATTERS OF OPINION: “Wipat", thought I, "could ihree~dimengicnal time
posslbly have to do with decimal classification of stef?" But you've
answered the question, I think, though, that you'll evoutualiy run into
difficulties if you keep your various groups siristly confined to
theirespective regions of the time-solid, Considex Verne's "Purchase of
the North Pole". It's abewrd to class that as of the tutwre an? hardly
reasonable to call it contemporaneous at this time. i{'s not properly
a might-have-been, yet does not 1ie within your recgion of uacertaiuty.
Tne trouble, Jack, 4s that your classification is conctructed on the
orinciple that its contents’ must exist somewherec 1n three-dimensional
time. But that's not the philosophy of fiction a%t all, We are aot* re-
quired te nmecognize or to justify the existence of a flctlonal avent;
1% 18 purely make-believe., 1t seems hardly necessary to postulate high-
iy artificial definitions of the scope of the classes simply for ths
avoidance of incompatibility between events in fiction and those in the
"heal world", The "difficulty" of a fictional Hitler's downfall s not
7vbing with the actual even' simply doesn't exist.

I'11 withdraw oy
sugges*ion, given in Efty-six, that the grand scheme of classification
bo basca on the temporal setting, Yes; and we're probably better off
without the '"what is now the past" subdiv, On the other hard, your.
group, "The Future", might well be divided into two groups: 1) "Famil-
7ar" futurzs,or those historically continuous with our day,and 2) Llien
tvraes ., those rewmote f£rom, or not econtinuoung with, our cviture, "Thus
Z1mball Kinnison dwells in 2 familiar future and the Patagonians' "Div~
.re Boy" in an alien future. There's a fundamental point of distirnct-
tvon and one of interest to the user of the system. I know that 1f I
were going (hrough the Foundation's card catalog,l 4 be most interested
‘n turning directly to the second of thsse two groups.

Also. the group-
ing of the histor.e past under "our time” seems misfit, Would Cyrano
and Lucian or Sawc*hrace fit in nere?  And don't forget Gulliver! Poe
and Verne, sven, are rather dated., Let's bhave a separate group for
historieal times up to twentieth century and keep our time within fifty-
sar bounds at lsast. OF course a reclassification of out-of-date items
sheuld be mnade ncw and then, buthen the files oughta be cleaned and
dusted at least once evary 25 yzars, anyway.

Further, exception may bo
taken to your grourlng of all tales pertaining to space flight ahd ex-
tvaterpestrial doings under "The Future'. oculd you sc classify Bur-
rovghs’ "4 Trincess of Mars'? There are plenty of other such examples,
inyway, L believe the “reakdown of your group 10 could well be tighten=
2d go as to climinate +he uce of the second decimal place here for suo-
bnpigs whinh are elsewhere nlzssified with ons~-pirce decimals, licw's
this® '

il. Space travel ,

12. Extra-tewrestrial 1ife and adventures on ctier plancts
13, Extrapolations on the physical sciences

14, Ex%rapolaticas on the dicleglcal sclences

15, Exirapcistions on gecgraphy and geology
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16, Political, social and econcmic 1ife
17, Catastrophes tc civilization

18. Extradimensional

19. Adventures in size

Now there zeems no reason why +this breakdewn can not be taken 28 the
model to be used, with apnropriate changes, for group 50 and such other
time-based groups as may be added. For these olher grcups some of the
above subdivislons would, cof course, bte drepnad or replaced by others
more apnrepriate to the particular grourp,. .
Tirally {at last?), tas eystem
uweedn't preclude the pessibillity of indefinitely detarled wreakdown for
them ez llkes such stuffery. Ffor this, additionsl decimail nlaccs would
be defined. For gensral use the decimels could be broken off after the
rirst place, while for speclal purpeses they could be extended ns much
farther as necessary,

What's this? I find that my annctating fur this
issue consisted only af drawing a long line leading from the recond
paragraph of Little Orphan fnnie to the last pacagraph of Recessien,

LHE S.F DEMCCRAT: I know not whether the:shortage of this item was dne
%o carelessness on tha part of JFS op your S/T, brevetoed Semi-zss't.
Editor. Most likely the latter, but the difficulty was remedicd, so
what matter? ~ , : :

#YEWBITE OF INWIT: & gubstantial and mlitogether enjcyable paver. How
iittle does it resemble those semi-legible looses sheets that useta turn
np every few mailingsi' . . . . % o I'd llke some further sivcilation of
*his allegation that “waga slavery" is esgential to o caplizlistic seon-
¢my. 1t seems to imply one or both of the following: a? That tle woik-
sr wlll not remain a tractable employes if his lot is improved end/or
) That nany enterprise which pursuss an enlightened pcluicy tovard Its
ermployees must fall te produce an edequate return to its investors. The
7lrst 18 equivalent to saying that men will net work execept under vhe
threat 'of starvation, 1in_ which event they'd obviously oe slaves undor
any cenceivable system. The seccnd imnlies elther that our natural re-
scurcos are insufficlent to supnert our population - 3y obvious untenth
- or Lhat we ¢can do nc more than we have toward elimirating unfair com-
petition frem private enterprise, - &nd that I den't beliecve, either,
+ « + + o« « "&A Bas Musique!": Up Inquisiticn! What next from the Siar
Cramber?

SLPPHO: The Watsonish editcrial deserves eximtence for its amusement
valae, at the very least. "Sclar Perplexum"--goed, put verily,

FLESTIVG MOMENTS: &nd I 1iked these., The cover phcto intereuted me.
Tell us something abcut it, Larry. :

FANTASY AM/TEUR! I gave Degler a number cf duplicates from my file of
fapazines. It's pcssible that this may acccunt for gome of the swag
ne sent Raym, The June En Gapde: wasn't amcng ‘em, though. . . . . . .
Ufficiel Critis Jack Spesr annarently doesn't accept Fapazine Publisher
Jurfus’ ewurlanaticn of the anachronistic Stefnems. 4ind why aian't Pong'g
Fapyiug a nublication? Tust ‘cruse 1t wasn 4 printed unsidadcwnnice
zux Zpsrciretion/Franny?  Yhat weuldn't be a legitimate objection, any-
vay, Ioo - can eite at least one examnle of a boeok (in Engliesh) with
Litle nage 2t “he back and contents and poge muubaring golng rrom tett
to right. . . . . +« . Truly tskeble 1s the spectacls of ore-third of a
malling siraggiing In afier the officlal ceadline, Yes, vew too, Norm!
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§y§gﬁINING PROGRAM: I gupnose ycur cover this time depicis Dr, Hacken-
saw s typewritor, . . . . - Heck sez his lapse from fapactiviiy 1s due
t¢ the press of cther matters. Next guestion, please. . « « . » » Oh,
yes, Whai 1s the conflict betwoen the coucept of time as a fourth dim-
ension and the pcasibility of st1ll cther tlme dimensions? It's never
aceurrad tC Me. o+ « o o o o Hau"'vy‘l may 1 DCErow youlr coZnimen for a nmo-
ment? Now, Jack, is 1t "au Honig" or "a i1'Honig ? T had about declded
io stick to "a 1a", after ruch tussiing with the cther forms, since the
fem singular saeems tc be the snly cne of the remily to have trken out
DApers. On the crder cf Warner's commendabic¢ suggesticn, nmnaybe it
chouid be revamped 1nic one word, "aia', which wevld be a simple prepos-
“tion rather than a compound wlith a dofinite article. . « . . . Nothing
is certainly impessible? Shew me a four-sided triangle! o . .

"Kingomi'? That's Murasheman for 'Wagsum". .« . . . o Ces, Lutnat First
1ine of "Fragment - To Neptune ig a d1ilie?
BREOWST NGy Kenneth Bulmer is now a member in gocd standing of that

vemarkably pepular crganizatlicn, the FAPA Wait Listers, Presumatbly he
weuld be entitled tc the exemption from activity extonded to FAPA mem-
pers ir miiitary service bayond the seas, once he ware admlited. But
he'll havs e nave the activity credentials required for admission.

MILTZ'S MAG- It's 1ike thig, Milty: The bock that's the book that's
ihe book 4¢ Leli you the meaning of "The Meaning of Meaning" wounld be,
Jou soe, "Me Moaring of Meaning of Meaning”. UbbleUbbleUbble: . . . .
Trese mathematicians: 35; Rogse, 1in his "Matrix and Tensor Algebra:
“1f the reader will pause For a noment,it s probable ihat he hag naver
scnsidered rultiplying cne checker bcard as a whole by another checker
hoard as a whcle, or our egg-crate as a whole by another egg-crate as &
whcle, or a rectangular cffice building as a whole by ancther, B P
guess he don't know us stefans, I guess:

{FNON: Here's a neat packago, The combinatlion of mimeo and press seems
a tclerably happy cne. Don't lot this sheat be a stranger to the Mail-
*A‘gsf . Y - : )
BLITHERTINGS: I can recall scme stefyarns that brought out the points
Tor, Gardner mentions, but net many. he mnatter of prctecticn of the
recket passengers from the vibration may well be a mrst sericus prcblem,
[ wonder if the BIS considered this in their lunarocket design? I can't
recall any mention of it. As for rocket ports, they'd probably be more
nr less isolated, anyhow. For with such fuels as seem llkely, in the
1yght of present knowledge, to bae practicable there'd be a considerable
advantage to launchings from mountain tops and reglons of high altitude.
i@+, Kenya, in Africa, has been cited as ideal for a rocket port ! 5

. ut
the Guy with Gogzlcs doesn't change his own past. He simply recognizes
the existenze of an opportunity to get on to another time track and
talles adventage of it. If that gains him entry to a bettor world than
his own then it's to his perscnal advantage, at least, to do so. You
may say that since the pcssibillity of a choice axists there is also a
Guy witn Goggles who didn’t take this step, therefore it doasn't mattsr
wiat ha does. For an answer to this I give yecu Doc Swisher's remavrx in
Efty-gix, But of course this is nct an adequatc descriptlon o=2causs
given in anthropomorphlic. dynamic taerms. Now from the static vievpcint
Just hew are the unions to control industry demccraticaily if
industrial management 1s cdenioed representation within the unions? The
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control must be anonlied from both directiens, Truye 1t 1s that too much
authority at the top temds to despotism, But 14's no less “pus “hat
excess authority at the bottom leads to mod rule, which 1B much more
dangerous because while tyrants can be removed from power, the people
can t, or shouldn't, be, They have. to be reoriented. There's nothing
wrong with unionism; it's desirahle and necessary. But “he unions must
agsume thelr nroper resnonsibilities 1f they are toc be permitted the
power that should be thelrs. I think it's a matter of evolui’lon, but
in the meantime 1f +the unions can not or will not set their houses in
order, what are we to do?

- My dictlounary says that athelsm 18 disbeiief
in the exlstence of a deity. &ny deity, presumably. Now if jyou 1insist
on redefining belief in existence so's to include worship and belief in
the efficacy of prayer, then I'm afraid you are being dogmatic. I don't
agree to the meaninglessness of bel’ef in a god without vrejudice in my
favor or that of my speciogs or my world. The Murashemans belicved in a
god called "Beyarya" who had created ths universe and,having once creat-
ad it,was content to obgerve 1i throughout eternity with irfinite indif-
ference. They were otherwise utterly materlalistic, but chose to postu-
Iate the existence of a creator because they hed no betier explanation
fop'the existence of the universe. Atheists? They weren't oven agnost-
les- , i v ]

I don't pretend o know what Carl Sandburg's Great Proud Wagon
Wheels are all about, but the verse rolls off the tongue rignt smooihly.
Let"s have more Outgrabings.

EVAN'S TALE: I don'think Jack's argument has bean successfully chal-
lenged, What are the international codrdinators going to cc8rdinate
that won't in some way involve individual, national self~detarmination?
The voint still remains that any sort of international vnity must be
baged on the agraegent among the” participating states as to which and
how many of their "states rights  they are to subordinate to the inter-
national good. And 1f they are urwilling to delegate sufficient author-
ity and scope of action to it, then your Parliament of Man will be de-
feated by its own Imdotency the firstime some member naticn decidas fts
own interests shduld supersede thternational welfare., We haven't for~
gotten the League of Nations and i{ts farcially timid "sanctions", have
we? Your fist-swinging comparison is clever, but doesn't the anct imply
that the Tflgt-swinger really wams to follow through, and therefors
will likely do so the minute he's certain he can get away with 1t?

Your
polysyllabic versification sounds 1ike something out of Gilbert and Syl-
livan. ' -

i and othepr Rogers publigations and portions thaereof: I can't concede
that the high standard of FAPA publications is being greatly degraded
by thistuff. It's not bad at all. Only thing I actively disliked was
"Jody's” unfunny attempt at humor. DPegler's burlesgues of the various
antl~CC sheets should proveriy call for a laugh all around. Let's have
lots more tolemnce in fandom.

TH45 CRGANIZATION OF FANDOM: This seems like sound sense, even to onse
as fanarchic as I, Let's go. \

EN GARDE!: Here's the best so far of the many excellent airbrush sovers
to come yrom Beetle Crack. The exvlanation of the "Aghley Atrocity" is
rezscnable ard quite adequate, The inference is tkhat we naed a better
undergtanding of what constitutes a convention, conferance, or whai you
§¥121.
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LIGHT: 1s broadcast power really just around the wk corner? I dunnc
much about radio, but my impression has long been that wireless power
transmission with any degree of efficiency was =2 practical impossibil-~
ity. Sure, I can sse how every broadcastation is a transmitier of rf
energy. And when a 500,000-watter goes on the alr all ths electric
lights for a mile around burn regardless of whether thay're turned on
or not. That's the trouble with rf--the energy certalnly goes out, but
it s not at all fussy about where it ends up ard turns out to be betier
suited to warming up the earth in its immedlate melghborhood than i{ is
to turning a motor a hundred miles away. That's for hroadcast power,
anyway. 'Tis true something might be done with beamed energy, buthere
you're 1imited to line-of-sight distances wherein 1ine transmission
would be more efficient and probably cheaper in the end than a beam. .
. « » « » The remarks on membership which you accredit to Stanley sound
more 11ke Swisher. You've not confused, have you? Me, I believe I'm on
record as favoring & moderate increase to clear the Waiting Ligt of
those who've been on it a long time.

YHOS: Gardner's epilog to "Homo Phut” has the same grevious fault as
Chan's kick-off. It's too complete for comment! But I was tickled by
Tom's "a fan op would-be mutant”,

Pardon me, Art, if I jump on youw
Sian Island notion. Comnsider the South Scas where, as you say, 1life 1s
"pather easy". That's just it; "rather oo easy" would bo more likes it,
1 wonder just how long we chergetic fen would remain energetic in such
an environment, Congider, too, that vwe're best adapted, as well as con-
ditioned, to a temperate climate. The white races don't do sn well in
the trooics, you kanow, and in general the tropical races tocnd to be
backward by our standards, On the other hand any isoiated ou litile-
known isiand that is rot in a warm climaie Is bound te ofter some form-
idable obestacles to colonization, You're likely to be up against lack
of arable soil or adequats waier supnly, the forestatlon may be scanty
and mineral resourcss lacking, 1livestock may not thrive, gloom, otc.
Think of 1ife as it is lived on Tristzn da Cumha! And ccmes war, l'm
5ti11 not inciined to bat much on maintenance of our isclation. iowkit
the vnheard-of places we're. fighting over in the Soutn Facificl I'm
afraid that any thoughts of finding an unkncwn 1island of reagonatle
size arc just so much wishful thinking, In thils ccnnecticn, you might
look up what S, Fowler Wright has te say in his forewcrd to “The lgland
of Captain Sparrow.
&m I a taf an I publish an imag? Perish the thot:
Your facile shifting from the soft g of a word like "imagination"  to
haré g in the derived word, 'imag’, grates summat upon these ears, 4nd
"vegardsn'--ouch, tharc you go again! I spcse it's because I'm audils,
that 1s, tend to think mostly in sound-images, but things like that
hother me,

There are & number of reasons why a fan, or anybody olsge,
might 1ike fantasy. E.g.. escapism, ego-gratification, scleuntificurics=
1ty, and doubiless others. Now all these things may be had from fantasy,
but they ars nct peculiar tc it, What I've done 1s to postulats the
axigtence of a mental trait which dges relate peculiarly to fanuiasy,
and teo set this up as the main thing that distinguishes fen. I jidn't
attempt to delve deeply into the psychology of the fantasy sense, fer 1
don't belleve it's a simple task to be dealt with cencluaivelr in a few
hundred werds. 1 did sugrest that it bore an analeogy to the humer sense,
You can analyze humer into a number of elements which aren‘t of them.
gelves humorous yet the sensaticns they produce in the hurman wind integ-
rate to produce the distinctive humer sensation. Fupther, this integ-
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ration varies with the individual, 8o 'that the =ame stimuli may in one
pergon synthesize the humor semsatlion while in another cnly the igoklut-
ed elements are sensed, I think, then, that we may gain som¢ under-
standing of the fantasy sense if we 1solate the elements tha* raks uvr
fantagy and 1ldentify with them the sengations these isolsted stimuls
exclite. If we can do that we'll know as much about the Jenss of fant-
asy as we do of the humor senss.

So you see, Art, I don't comnsidar “he
senge of fantasy 2s a mere liking for faniasy. I think 1t's more on ihe
order of a gomprehenslon of fantasy, Those without the well-devaloped
sanse tend to get only the 1solated sensations of the exwerlence, anc
therefore find it without meaning, ' 4
= Yop, 1 think I see how *u longrasach-
staple without a longreachstapler. Should think 1t a tight nquessze,
thouzh, for a amall, dimestore stanleknocker. :

Sure, mass nrodusiion can
be made much more automatic. But will you have mass production without
a pvopulation to consume that nroduction? And I can't ges tank farmirg
dlsplacing land ditto except nossidbly in regiong of low fertility and
high population density. I doubt if it's the growing of things in the
ground that's the cause of inefficiency in vressnt-day agriculture.
indeed, crop surpluses rathser than scarcities are more often than aot
the cause of trouble. The farmer's di1fficulties sesem tu 1llm mora in
his methods of procassing, marketing and upkeep of equipment,

HORIZONS: Haphazardly seems to he the way the language will go on grow
ing, at least as long as the process is one of popular usage, Remember
"scofflaw"? No, probably you dan't. Ity demise ever precedad that of
the 18th amendment which gava it birth, But your 1idea‘s a nlce one,
anyway, Harry. N
That flimsy cradential you kick about was 2 carry-dver
from the precrding FA, Its proud possessor was in and I mads the bebt
I could of 1t. Must I gwing for't?

FANTASTICONGLOMERATION: 1 always did like hash! What's this Austral-
ian magazine, Pertinent"? Your filchings thersafrom seem Lo indicate a
consideravla fantasy content.

GUTETO: Gae, but you make out esgperantists 2s someathing 1ike wvisiiing
fen. Which is a nice, friendly sort of idea, filled with intsrnational
geod-will and all that, but what has 1t to do with the travelsr whc
simnly wanls to make himself understocod in a foreign 1and? he fact
remains thati Esperanto doesn't serve that purpose. The obviocusolntion.
of coursa, is.for the traveler to acquire the hasic language of the
land. Basic English may, indeed, suffer from a bad case of semantics.
but it is a step toward, not away from, the acquisition of ths dominant
language on thls planet. I can't concade that znyone with enocugh wits
to acquira a foreign language would be satisfied to remain wiihin ihe
compass of the Baslc Dictionary.

But tell ues how the "dsilgito" managed
to get Chris through his third bileycle trip.

EARDONYX: '"Fapafile" takes the blue ribron among the articles this
mailin%. Nacnerally, I luvved 1it, "Impressions" -~phenomenal! Not a
thing 1 violently disagres with. 1'11 only say I bhelieva I c¢ould piay
chesg throughout eternity and still have no mors (I could harGly have
less!) grasp of 1its "meaningful relations” than I pessess right now.
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FOLARIS: From Paul Freehafer, in a letter dated March 10, 1944: "Like
mos: of the other fans 1fc. some reason I can't buring uresell teo write
ifem’ op 'Slen'’ even when T lose most of my interest In fandem @B a
whole, £ still want to stay in FAPA, Somehow 1t has mare ol ihe spark
of iifa then ali the rest put togetier. . . . . . . Flsn I couid ramble
on in whe good old fan manner, but conscience tells me 4 have fitty

other let*ers to write, Coimon  sense  tells me.l wen'’ snswer any of
them angway, but what the heli - 17 I gtop here 1'11 have a gocd cnance

to do what I won't do, aayway.'
EEYOND: 1 thought Rcsco Liad an unusually good line-up this time,

FAN_TODS: The pages on the 18-1b, paper, or whatevar it is I bought for
20-1b., didn'turn out as legible as I would like,

NUCLEUS: Tyudy deserves a laureate for that expression, "military
cliche . It'e perfect. One might ,wi?h justification refer to it
synonymously as the military cast . Can't seem %o think of anything

fuany to say about Nippon's plous cmperor.

_.—_.--..._—-——---—.....—.—--’—_-—---—-~_——-‘——c—-—-

Byush League #3slkona Sub Usne:  sub bore

1'd heen partictlzyly put out on learning that Art Widner had
managed tc make the session that I missed. But -- miracle: -- he was
at:11 at Devens a woek later and made it in that Sunday night. find so
we put up the Mailing and talked fan stuff. The latter, especially, as
those of you who found duplicates.and/or omisslions in your bundles will
apnreciate. Outgtanding remark was Art's comment on the March "Guteto'.
"Say,” he sald, "hasn't Morojo used this poem on the covar before?"

I'm beholden no small amount to #Art for his guiding me through
the fearsome intricacies of the Boskonian tranaportation system. The ad-
rsnture nroved oducational to us both, I think. The last session of all,
too. Mc 'n' Aprt in North Station at 2 4M, diascussing Ogden Nash until
tne MP herded him off to his train, leaving only me.

_-.---_.w_—_.—*n——-———-—u—.—.—.——n—-—-_-—.n-——‘——w—-—---..-

Tiis_regardent_ce que Je_ragarde, “ile_na voient_pas_ce que je_vais'
POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT yes, a POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT
Dsay Fgps: Those of you who read the ballot before casting your vote

will undoubtedly observe that I've filed for the offico of Vice Pres-
idant, of all FAPA for the coming year. (If my name isn't on the ballot
In big, red letters it's because the Officisl Editor is unbugable,)
Mayhap 'tis not meet that so eminent a niche in the hierarchy te sought
oy one still serving his novitiato as a lowly money changer at the cut-
er watches, Buthen, consider my record, 1f you must,. Wio built u
FAPA by madmitting fifteen new members (mostly without cradentaals}?
Stanley! Who let Don Rogers in? Yep, you guessed 1t¢: VWho wes Anthony
3iimcre?  Uh. uh! Not this tima. éentlefan, ponder well thess facts
and then tnink of what thls character might do were ne elecied Prexy
s~ Off'al Editor. 4nd thank Foo he's running for Vipre instead! Stef-
nisti, 1 exhort you:. Vote for me if ycu possibly can., Vote for DAW if
you must. Or even {as a last resert) vcte for Fageist &d. But vohe !
preferably for -~ nfB
mo-
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NaetAD, Ehpo b iaaanibag tho LrAb LAl 80g £5-3 TRLLIARLAL . e

"Made ctudiedly casusl announcements ic 2guzinterces #nd ccrresnon-
dents that I was joining ¥iPA, Time passed; time rollied by, ulme paced
ap and down waiting for something to hapren. Time grew a lonyg btearcd to
hide the sorrow upon its seamed ard lined puss,stily nc word Iror faire.
Tim> gava up, cut off its beard and preparcd to jump in thc lase (bolng
Fay, & cooling swim WOULD be fine) and then comes a Stanluynote I jJeln
FAFA Ha ."

&K 4 o# %

Arn_abyllient paragraph from a Croutch communiaufieee. . voveevnvnivens o

"I gork in a strange manner, I want to doc a story so - sit ard
ithink, wsually 15 minutes 1s sufficient to hatch 2 plot and general
treatment., I g2t tha maln thread, something to tle to, some significent
thame to b= woven all through, and then I get a stast. Thaer frum thore
on the story jusi writes itself. I pever edit for fammaterial.. I sub-
ric and 1¢ 4g nrinted exactly as I first typed it. In LTSET 4there ap~
pears RECOPDEMUN which is a 100% stralght from the hisin stcey -no sor-
recilons o1 ¢nanges or even false starts, I must he a naturai weiver,
I don t knere Lately 1 have been dolng no ‘humor, but hsavy velrd, and
rantasy., 4L am crazy about fantasy, especially a type I tmnm 'religions
featary' - That is, a story with a scrt of reifgious premiss. But uot
a Sunday Scheoi story, definitely not. For instance, suprose I dla z
£tory apsut the hereafter being a great mansion or castis~ the rotunca
znd ertrance hall !s where souls who have demartied first enter. “rom
ibere some go upstairs and some dewnstairs. That ts a religions fanuasy
tc iy miné. I pride mysaif on saying I am rather gooC at ibat. if I do
say €0 myself. The type of welrd I like {s that based on very very mod-
eril Lhings Only these are more wolrd-fantasieg than anytaing slse,
One needn't go oack to middle century Burope, or old castlec to have
weira stuff. I1f you write a weird fantasy about some eveiry day art.cle
it .8 better, it Lrings up the thought of horror attachesd to semething
we uce every day. If the story *s strong oncugh, 1t iingzrc enough that
when the reader picks up or sees a similar object e remsubers what he
has read abcut it, Foer instance, how about a gstory sbtoui a modern sor-
carass cr witch with familiars cr something, .who, =ftar sks narriea a
man and .had consurmated their marriage withk sexual interccurze, 1like a
cariain spider, the husband was eaten? Or how about one abeut a man who
somu way incured the hatred cf the feline race, and evaryrhere he went
he was plagued, scratched, tcrmented by Znnocent gentle hcusashcld cats
untll he was finally ganged up on some aight and ciswed to dezih, Orp
how about the baby who brcught - death tc avary women that nurged hinm,
bacauee he sucked thraugh the breath the scul of the nurse? Sue, inne-
¢2nt things used for horrcr. Lok about yca as you raadé ta'ls latier,
Evary object, every simple 1litile thing yocu sec carries ~intoid rvressaibil~-
1tiee for fantasy and weird storieg if locked cn by a naa nilth zn imag-
ination, esnecially an unconventional Imasination thet has b2en tratned
te that and. That belt about ycur wzist, if you wear a tele and nost
man de- what If 1t was made frcm tne hide of a ceriain inimal .and under
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favorable coriditions it came to life~ and killed the wearer? Or Lhe pen
you sign your letters with- maybe everytime you sign your name thut
devil's instrument pours a little of your soul out that you nsver get
vack., Your shoe lacas= grave-worms in the middle of the night, Ever
oxperience a strange feeling of something crawling over your skin? S
strong perhaps you even scratch or look to see? Maybe those are the in-
visible feelers of Some extra-dimensional or extra~-ierrestrial night-
mare seeking to enter your very being to ride you the rest of your Jays.
See what I mean? Do you like spaghetti? What if you sat’ down and from
ander it crawled long white worms, blind, slimy---===-- or supoose that
chicken meat wasn't chicken meat, but meat consigned to a family of
ghouls and that THEY got the chickn meat 4nstead of you ((EC: 1'a
rothar they d1d!)).......why does a2 cat suddenly look and act as though
something invisible was in the room....a dog also....why do you sudden~
1y think you See something indefinite move and turn 1o gee- POLNLVEesen
T couid go on and on but I think this suffices to show imaginaticn un-
(ramelled and unchained can produce stuff not even the pros would ever
touchs That is why I 1ike writing fan material- I den't have to tone
my stuff down- I don't have to slant- I don't have to wraite dovr~ in-
siead I write for intelligent readers who can take it strong and raw~ 1

7rite te equals, not down to children- "
4% B BUw

Milty expressea a2 fine faith LA =Pravide A0 e Bt sones oo PO Ot c crraB 000 K

"I guess wherever I go thers will always be an orderly room type-

writer avallable on Sundays.
: % % & W % W

"] finally decided to take your admirable advice and throw Walt to
the lions. It got to the place where the bother of keeping them geamed
insignificant in comparisons. But I lmmediately ran into a snag, "y
Lotlves in wanting the lions were misunderstood, and I esouldn * dig ug
enough rod points ((EC: Pronounced "points'.)s to swing thz éeal,
next tried my black market contacts, but they had no facliities for pro-
viding them on the hoof,although willing to oblige otherwise. Of coures,
now that all but steaks and roasts have been made polint-free, my diffi-
cultieg would scem to be solved. Unfortunately, such is nect so, Red
points have to go.farther, and besides a lion without his roasts and
steaks would fall somewhat short of serving my purpoce. So what dc 1
do now?7227??7 By the way, do you know the location of any time-faunlis?
Maybe he could be maneuvered inte a pesition so I could push him into
one. ' o

EC: Walter is zetting to be a problem, tan't he? I gquestion the advisg-
ability of shoving him intc a time fault., If he lands in ihe nast, then

he'il have a nead start at promulgating the lcathsome cult of p=--=- r-

ism, If he winds up in the future, then all stef's tales of golden

utopias will be but hcllow mockeries:

-—-u--_'—--.n——-o-—;——-—-——--ﬁu-—g——._———-——-—n-

- e wem s e mmr A e emm W

__________ ten loonleg make_one_half-mit o _ o m o = — - - o0 -

RAPIDLY BECOMING COLLECTOR'S ITEMS gape a batch of rejectlon slipa re-
¢cenily 3ent out by a well-known stef publishing house. These. through
a curious mizprint, bear the following line: "Rejecticn dres net neces-
saprily lmply °© - morit,
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Valinins rpor ckats .\
; i

"The Sociaty (Societ¥ for the Preven- €s! e,\ Clq “1 S
tior of Wire Staples in SIF Y¥agazines) 1is o 3 : : o
bornd to grow, 4nd some day wield power ' - L : Bory
ancng publ ishers and editors. Our motto = .- -'C), C}.C) CJ :
is: "Pull the Wipa Staples Out of SETF Mag- P ek '
azines!" So please lend your help. Simply -« . o0 o e
drop a postcard to the address below,’ N WG : A e

Bov Tucker 2 Syt bids Bnofl Be fntia Qrs
EC: "We regret that we forgot to leave ¥our address on the lettsr g2
that you could securs members' for your SrWSEERM--but it 1s too late nhow
--the magazine has already gone to press,

N

~~-Wonder Storiss. Feb. 1935
o-ol-

"Ye belleve that the cglossal intellects and discerning btrilliance
of the clisntels of your excellent publication will be able to symnrath-
1ze with our glorious =2nd lofty ebjectives in the sapnort and sontin-
nance cof the work of our herolc asscclation, The Irternational anc Al-
L'sd Oryanizations for the of Usheldlre and ¥aipdaluing the Use
pf dalallia £ Schanee Khation Puklisailons of tkz Unlied
Siates of AINICa, gd, ... :

"Strike for the BOOLEYWAG and die! and if thou dlest - 3
The BOOLEYWAG 1s BOOLEYAAG and the COCOLORUM pains the highest

Hiss ray zun! and rocket roar!’ Let the BOOLEYWAG pain.

"Hoot! for our COCOLORUM fs mighty in his May!
Hoot! for our BCOLEYWAG js mightiar dag by day.
Burst atom! and comet swirli{ Is the BUOLEYWAG gane?

and suhscribe generously to our publicatiorn, THE POLYMORPHONUCLEATED
LEUKOCYTFE which is published the sixth Thursday of each month (subserinp
tion nrice is thres (5) cents Confaderate States of America) and 1in
closing let us wigh you a happy arbor day."
The Grand Exalted Boolaywag
The High Caocolorum
EC: "As Honorary Member Numbor Thinrty of tha SPWSSTFM, or apwsstfm, as
you have it, it ls our duty to uphold said scciety and we must protest
against the iaaoftpouamtucmfisfpotucoa, unlimited - In fact, we refuse
to giva your sociaety any publiicity."”

\
)

--Wonder Stories, July 1835
Hay., Koenig! I3 "ray gun" hissable?
» 0-
"I just joined the EPWSSTFM and got myself apnwointed to the exnlt-
ed position of Royal Chief Twerp."
¥ilton A. Rothman --Wonder Storles, July 1935
-~
"Tucker, whyn't chew gum up &'metime? And don't write--wire:."
Forrest J, Ackerman
530 Staplcs Avenue
San Francisco, Calif. ~--Astounding Storiss, July 1935
: - - -0~ 3
“Thege societies for prevention: They are absolutoly imbecile, as
must ba their members and crganlzers, Dictator Tucker should be axacut-
ad seven times and then imnrisoned for lifs,
Arthur R, Miak, &, F, P. b. - Sociaty for the Prevention
of Socleties ~-~Agtounding Stories, Aug. 1935
-10.._
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"Bop 'Dictator’ Tucker received my coniributicn of half-smoked
cipgaveties btut returned them because they were not his hirand, Howoewer,
that contribution made me a member nt the SFWSSTFM. Now that I have
taken tha cath of the seven dead guns, my life is dedigated te the re-
moval of wipre Biaples.'

ima Nother Kemist, Rovert Anplin
~-~Agtounding Stories, Aug. 19235
.cO--

"Announcing an ultranew organiiation--the fnti Wire Staples 4ait-
antors Association. The giv-pose cf this organizatlion is to do away with
sucih 2nane and purposeless orgoniza’icns ac tae SPVSRTFM ond the LAOPUM.
UMFSTFPUSA, , . ., . . All interested and willing to join, writa to"

D-456 ~~Astoanding Stories, Sept. 19386

'*ov .
"The mighty Dictator speaks. Quiet please: o . . . . Now to Fred
Anger: i give him *he ltch. Mow, thare's a good chance to sell my

anti-itch talm. He is averse tc my drooling pen. I doun't uce a pen.
It is generally 2 scoop shovel and a yplece of chalk. P. S, The head-
guarters of ths Anti-Tuckeritecs was burned down last wsek. While hold-
ing a meellng, Yred bocame angry, his ear3 got red, and 3et the raftérs
on fires o » o+ - o « + 43 10 Mr, Wilson of Mlgsouri: I gave imyself the
dictatorship. Whattya gonna do about 1t? Wire staples are destours cn
the path to T+opia,
Boty Dictaic:) Tneker  --Astounding Stories, Sept. 1935
'-O—
"Know ye that tne SPWSSTFM is nombined with the Independent Order
for the Prevention of <he Use of Hair Tonic in Fainting ihe Covers of
the Stf, Publications in the Great Nution of Pumperdink, Patent Applied
For. . + « « » Ve wani the covercs painted with scoda por. Thus printing
the stories 1in type made of weiners on thin slices eof bread stuck to-
get@3r with chewing gum,we could make a light lunch of good o0ld Astound-
ing.
£ R, M, Holland, dr. --Astounding Storles, Sept. 1935

v-o»-

"Since you gentlemen (7} publiished his serene highness's letter
with the accompanying censure of his humbic and obadient zervant,l have
been swamped with letters, telograms (mostly zollect). cards, c¢tc.,, con-
doling or condemning me fudther, until the pnssibililtiss of answering
each ona personally are well-nigh hopeless. Is thic a conspiracy to
topnie the already stagrering finances of poor old Sir Doe? My jll-Tav-
ored estaies and sadly dsnleted treasury are at hand and ready any time
Tucker feels in the confiscating mood; but to be so plagued by under=-
lings and iackeys; this is unbearable. . . . . . fs to hi3s majesty, let
Tucksr remember that pills can sorelimes be warry werry nasty, and that
I, h's royal pill roller and sole physician of the royal court, =am the
only person who knows his needs and can care for tham, Wollheim hed his
Hornigﬂ Kalotsky his rejection slip, and Tucker may profit by thelr ex-
apple.

Sir Doe Lowndes --Wonder Storiecs, Oct. 1835
-0

"If, within those manly arteries of ycurs thers flows one drop of
real red American blood {or yellow Mariian), you cannot refuse 4o affix
your august signature to the sver-growing membership rclls cf Lhat un-
gelfish, idealistic organizstion, the S.F.P.O., ..., , . . . . 'What dces
S.F.P.0. mean?’® you quiz dSreathicssly. « « « « . The answor, my friend:
The momentous anawer:. The meaning of S.F.P.0. i1s: 'Society for Preven-
tion Of,' urd a nctle organization it is! . . . . o If you. my fire and
courageous friend, are Interested 1n the worthy fight for prevention of,
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Just address a dollar postcard to the Mobammedan church in the city of,
snd full détails wilil be sent to you at once. . . . . , Remembher! The
S.F.P.0. 15 the emancipator of humanity and the onnonent or!"

Aneid Kugpidor .

Royal Conngil of Rhea '
EC: "We are certainly pleased to publish this announcement concerning
the Soclety for the Prevention Of! It 18 by far the most praiseworthy
we have yet{ heard of in all the recent ransacking of the alphabet soup.
We have bean having a lot of trouble from, and hove that the SFPO can
help us to get rid of, 411 readers who may be interested ir, ovlease
sand your names to., We know that Mr, will soon bave a large enroiment,”

~~Wonder Stories, Dec, 1935

~°-
"In closing let me say that Tucker should be incarcerated.in a
Punitentiary. You'd better Tuck-‘er in and run: .
Fred Anger .

EC: "This scathing reply to Tucker ought to cause the Dictator to step

dictating awhile, We'll bet he hasn t even got a stenographer to dic-

tate to, anyway, ~-Wonder Stories, Dec, 1935
-o-

"Ivan,my valet, tells me that Donald A, Wollheim was expelled from
a gartain science~ftction club for foul practices, Thls 1is only what
one would saxpect. What fair thing could a Jelly bean of his type do?
His great crime against the SFWSSTFM caused his expulsion from thiree
crganizations outside of this, namely: HiSaL-Hlker s Union, Ape Soclety,
and Soclety for the Mutual Afd of Aged and Infirm Finold Mice. That is
his record, For this, the International Council of Ore, ccnsisting of
Mephisto, has sentenced Wollhelm to be boiled in.oll for five days out
of svery four. « . . . « Bacause of his sorry conditbon, Wollheimw will
be g?antad tge great privilege of ¢rying in my beer. Tucker may cry in
Ivan s beer.

Mephisto ~~Agtounding Stories, Nov. 1935

Antideglerites: Ynot get Rogers tosscd out of the HeH Union?

—Ou

"Mr. Tucker, you are mersly a small ladybug’! You do not bite! You
do not irritate. You merely tickle. I have no desire to crush or harm
you. I shall scratch you cently, for after all,."you are a gentleman
ladyrug. Pleage pick un your marbles and fly home.

Hybert Allcock ~-Astounding Stories, Aug, 1935
-O—

"Success at 1ast crowns the brows of the mighty eohorts of the 140s
PUMUMFSTFPUSA!  Tugker has cavitulatad, He has used wire stanles In
binding his D'Jourm2l. . . . . . .« Mr, Editor, you have no idea of the
hard and fierce combati that has been raging., You can only faintly

1impse the subtle intrigues that lay beneath the stapling of D'Journal.
ﬁpy and counterspy. Tucker thought that Clark and Sellkowitz were loyal
to him. Little did he realize that they were the cleverest of my agents,
working themselves into "the depths of hias GOnfidencei then to undermine
him, and stapls D'Journal. Oh,tempora. Oh, mores. Was there ever e
war like this! We shall scuttle him with lathter, drown him in ridi-~
cule, and annihilate him in a flood of jeers’
Donald A. Wollheim ~-~Astounding Stories, Aug. 1935
-o-.
"Do vyou readers know that there is a great stf. war war going on
LeRoy Christian Bashore ~-Wonder Storles, Sept., 1935
ﬂo-



